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SUBJECT: KIM YONG-SAM DECLINES FRASER INVITATION 

REF: SEOUL 3152 

1. PRESS APRIL 5-6 REPORTS NDP PRESIDENT KIM YONG-SAM 
HAS DECLINED INVITATION TO TESTIFY BEFORE FRASER 
COMMITTEE HEARING ON HUMAN RIGHTS IN KOREA. EARLIER KIM 
TOLD AMBASSADOR THAT HE WOULD REGRET INVITATION (REFTEL). 

2. NDP SPOKESMAN YI TAEK-TON TOLD PRESS THAT OPPOSITION 
WOULD NOT ANNOUNCE REASONS FOR DECISION. HOWEVER, TONGA 
ILBO GOSSIP COLUMN QUOTES NDP OFFICIALS AS SAYING IT 

NOT PROPER TIME FOR KIM TO LEAVE COUNTRY WITH MANY 
IMPORTANT MATTERS, SUCH AS REQUESTED MEETING WITH 
PRESIDENT PAK, STILL PENDING. HANKUK ILBO GOSSIP 
COLUMN QUOTES HIGH RANKING NDP OFFICIALS AS SAYING 
IT IS NOT APPROPRIATE FOR HEAD OF MAJOR OPPOSITION 
PARTY TO TESTIFY BEFORE U.S. CONGRESS AND THAT 
INVITATION ITSELF IS AN ACT OF RUDENESS. 

3. PRESS REPORTS THAT ANOTHER INVITEE, KUKMIN 
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DECLINED INVITATION STATING THAT IN LIGHT OF VIETNAM 
DEVELOPMENTS, THE SITUATION IN ROK HAS CHANGED 
DRASTICALLY AND THERE IS NO PRESENT NEED FOR THE 
HEARINGS. 

4. OPPOSITION FIGURES HAVE ON SEVERAL RECENT OCCASIONS 
TOLD US THAT THEY CONSIDER INVITATION FOR POLITICAL 
LEADERS SUCH AS KIM YONG-SAM TO TESTIFY BEFORE CONGRESS 
TO BE IMPROPER. WE ALSO SENSE CONCERN, EVEN AMONG OPPOSITION, 

AT TIMING OF HEARING IN CLIMATE OF CONCERN CREATED BY 
FALL OF VIETNAM. 
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